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Course Expectations summer session
6/16/2014-7/24/2014
Biology 1

Instructor: Ms. North

E-CTA Room 209B
Phone: (702) 799-4710
 

Email: mnorth@interact.ccsd.net
website: http://blaquedragonfly.weebly.com 
mnorth@easttechtitans.com 
Dear students and parents,
I look forward to an exciting summer session here at Veterans Tribute Career and Technical Academy.  To ensure the success of this course, I want to share with you my course expectations and grading policies.
Course Scope:

This is an accelerated course is designed as a survey of the biological sciences.  The emphasis is on developing inquiry skills and problem-solving techniques while developing an understanding of major biological concepts.  The course will also familiarize the students with the nature of science and technology.  This course will fulfill one of the three science credits required for high school graduation and will meet college entrance requirements for a laboratory science.

Course Goals:

1. To apply scientific processes through inquiry.  

2. To use tables, charts, illustrations, and graphs as evidence to justify arguments and claims in presentations.  

3. To safely conduct original scientific investigations using appropriate tools and technology. 

4. To evaluate the impacts of science and technology in terms of costs and benefits to society.  

5. To describe the characteristics of life.  

6. To describe molecules associated with living processes.  

7. To explore the characteristics of viruses, bacteria, protests, fungi, plants, and animals.    

8. To explain how genetic information is passed from one generation to another. 

9. To describe how life forms, at all levels of organization, use specialized structures and similar processes to meet the needs of living things.  

10. To investigate the inter-relationships among living and non-living components within ecosystems.  

11. To discuss the diversity of life as explained through the biological principle of change over time.  
12. To explore career opportunities related to the study of biology.  

13. To evaluate moral and ethical issues related to biological concepts. 

14. To demonstrate an understanding of character, ethics, safety skills, and manners appropriate for this course.  

Textbooks 

  The following text(s) will be utilized in this course:

· Modern Biology, and Biology the Dynamics of life.
Student Supplies

Students are expected to have and maintain the following supplies all year:

· Single subject spiral plastic cover notebook (or equivalent).  

· Glue sticks

· Loose leaf paper

· USB dive

Tardy Policy  
Students are expected to come to class on time every day.  Tardy students will be subject to the following chain of action:


· 1st time: Warning

· 2nd time: Parent contact (phone call/ or letter sent home)

· 3rd time: Counts as one absence. After 3rd absence student will be removed from course without a refund.  
Hall Pass Procedures

· You must have a corridor pass in order to be in the halls.  
· Passes will be given at teacher’s discretion.

· Passes will not be given when requested at an inappropriate time.

· You must have a hall pass to be in the hall during class.

Notebooks

· Every student is required to bring a notebook to class each day. We will be using them as an interactive part of the class and you will lose points.
Spelling, Grammar, Neatness

Neatness:  This is more important than most students realize!

· If I cannot read your work you will lose points.

· If you turn in an assignment that is crinkled or torn and looks like you pulled it out of the trash, I will assume this is what you thought of your work, and you will lose points.
Grammar:  Be careful of basic punctuation!  This can greatly change the meaning of something you are trying to explain.

Spelling:  Make sure to spell check all typed assignments.  For scientific words not usually found in computer dictionaries, use your notes.  For everything else do your best!

Grading Scale: 
90% - 100%A



80% - 89%
B




70% - 79%
C




60% - 69%
D




Below 59%
F

Description of Grading Procedures- identify: 

· Activities in this class will be weighted as follows according to the six tenets:

	Written Communication

Which includes:

· Essay question

· Lab reports
	20%

	Technology

· Labs

· Communication
	10%

	Content

· Tests/ Quizzes/ Homework/ labs
	60%

	Problem Solving

· Projects

· Labs

· Homework
	10%


· Homework The majority of homework will be for projects, both independent and group.  Any other homework will be assigned twice per week.  
· Sumer Session grades: 





· 45%
session 1
· 45%
session 2
· 10%
Semester Examination 

Make-up Work, Late Work, and Attendance

Make-up procedures 

· When a student is absent, the educational experiences lost from class time are irretrievable and the instruction and interaction cannot be duplicated through makeup work (CCSD Regulation 5113).  Make up work represents only a portion of the daily grade; for students with any absences, the substance and grade value of makeup work is subject to the teacher’s discretion.  

· After any absence, the student shall be required to initiate contact with the instructor to obtain appropriate make-up work within two days directly following the student’s return.  If possible, plan on checking in with me on the non-assigned block day to get make-up work.
· Late work will only be accepted two days after it is due. That means that the highest grade you can get the first day late is 80%, 60% the second day.  Once the second day has passed, homework cannot be turned in for credit.  

Extra credit  

· Students may submit extra credit work during the first  week of every grading period.  Students may earn up to 50 extra credit points per grading period, PROVIDING they do not have more than three missed assignments. I will discuss the extra credit possibilities.
Assessments

· Students will be formally assessed using pre and posttests and by the use of rubrics on lab write-ups, and other class work. 
· Students will have homework daily as this is a fast paced course and homework will be needed to supplement learning.  
· Students will be informally assessed by observation and by class participation.

Hours of Availability 

· Daily I will be available in my classroom everyday 15 minutes before school begins, and I will also be available for 30 minutes after school for assistance.  If these times do not work, students are welcome to set up an appointment with me that is more convenient.  
Attendance

After the third absence, students will be denied credit and will receive an “F” for the course.

Classroom Behavior Expectations

Below are the classroom procedures set to ensure that you will be successful in this course.  

· Students will not use in the classroom any sort of electronic devices, including but not limited to iPods, cell phones, mp3’s, hand held games, etcetera.  Using these items in class will result in confiscation of said device and will not be returned until parent of guardian comes to retrieve it.  (No Exceptions.)

· Students are not to have food or drink in class unless they have a medical condition requiring them to do so.  The only exception would be water in a re-sealable bottle, but it is not to be consumed during lab sessions.  

· Students are expected to be in their assigned seats or appropriate workstation at all times.  Please do not just get up and walk across the room.  It is very rude and disrupts the lesson.  Please do not talk during lecture.  Continuous disruptions will result in removal from the classroom.

· Students are expected to be on task (Work from other classes and notes will be confiscated and may be given to parents/guardians.)

· Students are expected to be respectful towards each other and the teacher.  During class discussions, all viewpoints will be considered in a courteous fashion.

· Cheating will not be tolerated.  This includes on Exams, Quizzes, Homework, and In-Class work.  Those found copying or allowing others to copy will lose credit.

Talking

· Talking during lectures, when other students are presenting or asking questions, or when the teacher is giving directions is disrespectful and will not be tolerated.  At my discretion I will ask you to leave the classroom, assigned bookwork in the dean’s office or another teacher’s room.  

Beginning and End of Class

· Beginning of class:

· BOP Evaluation Question:  Each period will start with a BOP question (Beginning of Period).  Students will copy the Question from the board in their notebook.  You will get 2 participation points for each correct answer and 1 point for trying. No points for being tardy or absent.  These points cannot be made up.  Any homework assignments will be collected at the beginning of class.

· End of class

· Please remain seated until and I dismiss you.  I will ask that you remove all trash and put your chairs on top of the desk.

School Property

· While in my classroom, students are in my “home away from home.”  I expect students to act as my guest by treating my property, my other guests, and most of all me, respectfully.  

· Like all guests, if a student damages or destroys any school property, he/she will be expected to repair/replace that property again.  This includes lab equipment, laptops, books, desks, and chairs.  Students will always be expected to clean up after themselves before they leave.  DO NOT WRITE ON THE LAB TABLES.

Behavior Management Plan Explanation 

· Class Procedures

· Be on time
· Be prepared

· Be polite

· Behavior Consequences
1) Verbal Warning

2) Parent Contact
3) Removal from the course without refund.
Citizenship Grade

	O -  Outstanding
	None/few absences, none/minimal class disruptions.  

	S – Satisfactory
	Few absences, infrequent tardiness, minimal class disruptions. 

	N – Needs Improvement
	Over six absences per semester excused/unexcused; had to talk too individually, call home to parents, or move student to another classroom because of disruptive behavior. 

	U - Unsatisfactory
	Over six absences per semester excused/unexcused; had to talk individually, call home to parents, or move student to another classroom because of disruptive behavior; one or more detentions or referrals to the dean’s office. 


Please complete this page, remove from packet and return to school by June 20, 2014.
Occasionally your child will be asked to view movies that are used to supplement the curriculum. Most of these videos are “G” rated—for general audiences; some films however, are rated “PG”—parental guidance suggested. In order for your son or daughter to view a movie, your permission must be given. Please indicate your preference, sign and date this form below. 

· I give my child permission to view “PG” rated films.

· I do not give my child permission to view “PG” rated films with the understanding that an alternative assignment will be given.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________

Date: _________________________



Acknowledgement of Course Expectations

Biology 1

We have read and discussed the course description and expectations.

________________________________
________________________________




Student’s name [last, first]


Student’s Signature

________________________________
________________________________




Parent Name




Parent Signature

________________________________
________________________________




Home phone




Work/Cell phone

Email Address: __________________________________________________________




Veterans Tribute Career & Technology Academy


“Every student - every chance – every day”








Veterans Tribute Career and Technical Academy

