
Course Expectations
2011-2012
Biology honors

Instructor: Ms. North
E-CTA Room 505
Phone: (702) 799-8888 ext 3505 
Voice Mail 

Email: mnorth@interact.ccsd.net
website: http://blaquedragonfly.weebly.com 

Dear students and parents,

I look forward to an exciting second year here at East Career Tech.  To ensure the success of this course, I want to share with you my course expectations and grading policies.
Course Scope:

This one-year course is designed around introductory biological concepts designed for the academically-oriented student.  Emphasis is placed on developing critical-thinking skills, research skills, and laboratory techniques.  Independent study projects and inquiry-based learning experiences are integral parts of the course requirements. The course fulfills one of the two high school graduation requirements for science and college entrance requirements for laboratory science. 

Course Goals:
· Introduce students to the 6 tenets of East Tech:  Content knowledge, problem solving, collaboration, technology skills, presentation skills, and written communication skills.  

· To utilize the nature of science through scientific processes of inquiry.  

· To safely conduct original scientific investigations.  

· To evaluate the development of biological concepts in a historical context.  

· To develop explanations based on evidence.  To explain how genetic information is passed from one generation to another.  

· To describe how all life forms, at all levels of organization, use specialized structure and similar processes to meet life’s needs.  

· To describe how ecosystems display patterns of organization, change, and stability as a result of the interactions and interdependencies among the biotic and abiotic components of the Earth.  

· To investigate diversity of life as explained through biological evolution.  

· To analyze the transformation of energy related to living organisms.  

· To explore the chemistry of life processes. 

· To explore career opportunities related to biology.  

· To discuss moral and ethical issues related to biological concepts.  

· To demonstrate an understanding of character, ethics, safety skills, and manners appropriate for this course.  
Nevada State Standards

	· N.12.A.1 Students know tables; charts, illustrations and graphs can be used in making arguments and claims in oral and written presentations. 

· N.12.A.2 Students know scientists maintain a permanent record of procedures, data, analyses, decisions, and understandings of scientific investigations. 

· N.12.A.3 Students know repeated experimentation allows for statistical analyses and unbiased conclusions. 

· N.12.A.4 Students know how to safely conduct an original scientific investigation using appropriate tools and technology. 

· N.12.A.5 Students know models and modeling can be used to identify and predict cause-effect relationships. 

· N.12.A.6 Students know organizational schema can be used to represent and describe relationships of sets. 


	· N.12.B.1 Students know science, technology, and society influenced one another in both positive and negative ways. 

· N.12.B.2 Students know consumption patterns, conservation efforts, and cultural or social practices in countries have varying environmental impacts. 

· N.12.B.3 Students know the influence of ethics on scientific enterprise. 

· N.12.B.4 Students know scientific knowledge builds on previous information. 


	· P.12.A.1 Students know different molecular arrangements and motions account for the different physical properties of solids, liquids, and gases. 

· P.12.A.2 Students know elements in the periodic table are arranged into groups and periods by repeating patterns and relationship.


	· P.12.A.3 students know identifiable properties can be used to separate mixtures. 

· P.12.A.4 Students know atoms bond with one another by transferring or sharing electrons. 

· P.12.A.5 Students know chemical reactions can take place at different rates, depending on a variety of factors (i.e., temperature, concentration, surface area, and agitation). 

· P.12.A.6 Students know chemical reactions either release or absorb energy. 

· P.12.A.7 Students know that in chemical reactions, elements combine in predictable ratios, and the numbers of atoms of each element do not change. 

· P.12.A.8 Students know most elements have two or more isotopes, some of which have practical applications. 

· P.12.A.9 Students know the number of electrons in an atom determines whether the atom is electrically neutral or an ion 


	· L.12.A.1 Students know genetic information passes from parents to offspring is coded in the DNA molecule. 


	· L.12.A.2 Students know DNA molecules provide instructions for assembling protein molecules. 

· L.12.A.3 Students know all body cells in a organism develop from a single cell and contain essentially identical instructions. 

· L.12.A.4 Students know several causes and effects of somatic versus sex cell mutations. 

· L.12.A.5 Students know how to predict patterns of inheritance 


	· L.12.B.1 Students know cell structures and their functions. 

· L.12.B.2 Students know the human body has a specialized anatomy and physiology composed of an hierarchical arrangement of differentiated cells.


	· L.12.B.3 Students know disease disrupts the equilibrium that exists in a healthy organism 


	· L.12.C.1 Students know relationships of organisms and their physical environments. 

· L.12.C.2 Students know how changes in an ecosystem can affect biodiversity and biodiversity’s contribution to an ecosystem’s stability. 


	· L.12.C.3 Students know the amount of living matter an environment can support is limited by the availability of matter, energy, and the ability of the ecosystem to recycle materials. 

· L.12.C.4 Students know the unique geologic, hydrologic, climatic, and biological characteristics of Nevada’s bioregions. 


	· L.12.D.1 Students know organisms can be classified based on evolutionary relationships. 

· L.12.D.2 Students know similarity of DNA sequences give evidence of relationships between organisms. 

· L.12.D.3 Students know the fossil record gives evidence for natural selection and its evolutionary consequences. 

	· L.12.D.4 Students know the extinction of species can be a natural process. 

· L.12.D.5 Students know biological evolution explains diversity of life. 

· L.12.D.6 Students know concepts of natural and artificial selection. 


Textbooks 
  The following text(s) will be utilized in this course:

· Modern Biology

Student Supplies

Students are expected to have and maintain the following supplies all year:

· 1 subject plastic cover mead spiral notebook (Or Equivalent).  
· Three hole folder

· Pen/pencil

· Safety glasses (optional)

· Paste

· Loose leaf paper

· Book cover
· USB DRIVE at least 2G
Tardy Policy

Students are expected to come to class on time every day.  Tardy students will be subject to the following chain of action:


· 1st time: Warning

· 2nd time: Teacher intervention (lunch or after school detention).

· 3rd time: Parent contact (phone call/ or letter sent home).

· 4th time: Counselor referral

· 5th time: Dean referral. 

When students arrive late to class they are not to disturb class. 

Hall Pass Procedures

· Your planner will be used as your pass.

· Students will be given 5 bathroom passes per semester.  Utilize your bathroom privileges wisely.  

· Passes will be given at Teacher’s discretion.

· Passes will not be given when requested at an inappropriate time.

· You must have a hall pass to be in the hall during class.

Notebooks

· Every student is required to bring a spiral notebook to class each day.  There will be random notebook checks throughout the semester/year.  We will be using them as an interactive part of the class and you will lose points and/ or assigned detention for not having it in class.
Spelling, Grammar, Neatness

Neatness:  This is more important than most students realize!

· If I cannot read your work you will lose points.

· If you turn in an assignment that is crinkled or torn and looks like you pulled it out of the trash, I will assume this is what you thought of your work, and you will lose points

Grammar:  Be careful of basic punctuation!  This can greatly change the meaning of something you are trying to explain.

Spelling:  Make sure to spell check all typed assignments.  For scientific words not usually found in computer dictionaries, use your notes.  For everything else do your best!

Grading Policy

Grading Scale: 
90% - 100%
A




80% - 89%
B




70% - 79%
C




60% - 69%
D




Below 59%
F

Description of Grading Procedures- identify: 

· Activities in this class will be weighted as follows according to the six tenets:

	Written Communication

Which includes:

· Projects

· Essay question

· Lab reports
	20%

	Presentation

· Projects/presentations

· Professional Dress
	15%

	Technology

· Projects

· Labs

· Communication
	10%

	Content

· Tests/ Quizzes/ Homework
	25%

	Collaboration

· Class work

· Projects

· Labs
	15%

	Problem Solving

· Projects

· Labs

· Homework
	10%


· Homework- The majority of homework will be for projects both independent and group.  Any other homework will be assigned twice per week.  Students will be required to take book notes every week over the content that will be covered in class that week. 
· I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK.  THAT BEING SAID EVERYONE WILL GET ONE GET OUT OF JAIL FREE CARD.  THIS CARD DOES NOT EXEMPT YOU FROM THE ASSIGNMENT BUT WILL GIVE YOU ONE OPPORTUNITY TO TURN IN A LATE ASSIGNMENT.  THE TIME FRAME IS 3 DAYS AFTER THE DUE DATE NOT THREE CLASS PERIODS.  

· THERE WILL BE OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH OUT THE YEAR THAT TEST PASSES, HOMEWORK PASSES AND GET OUT OF JAIL FREE CARDS WILL BE OFFERED AS PRIZES.

· Semester Grades: 
45%
Quarter 1/2 Grade

45%
Quarter 3/4 Grade

10%
Semester Examination 

Make-up Work, Late Work, and Attendance

Make-up procedures- 
· When a student is absent, the educational experiences lost from class time are irretrievable and the instruction and interaction cannot be duplicated through makeup work (CCSD Regulation 5113).  Make up work represents only a portion of the daily grade; for students with approved absences, the substance and grade value of makeup work is subject to the teacher’s discretion.  

· After any absence the student shall be required to initiate contact with school instructors to obtain appropriate make-up work within two days directly following the student’s return.  Students will be given 2 days per day absent to turn in make-up work.  If possible, plan on checking in with me on the non-assigned block day to get make-up work.

Extra credit  

· Students may submit extra credit work during the first 5 weeks of every grading period.  Students may earn up to 50 extra credit points per grading period, PROVIDING they do not have more than three missed assignments. If a student submits a report and then misses three assignments, the extra points will be disregarded. I will provide a handout that details the extra credit possibilities.

Assessments

· Students will be formally assessed using pre and posttests, and by the use of rubrics on lab write-ups, projects and other class work. 

· Students will be informally assessed by observation and by class participation.

· Late work will not be accepted except in extenuating circumstances. 

Hours of Availability- 

· Daily- I will be available in my classroom everyday 30 minutes before school begins, and I will also be available for an hour after school for assistance.  If these times do not work, students are welcome to set up an appointment with me that is more convenient.  
Attendance

After the seventh unexcused absence, students will be denied credit and will receive an “F” for the course.

Classroom Behavior Expectations

Below are the classroom procedures set to ensure that you will be successful in this course.  

· Students will not use in the classroom any sort of electronic devices, including but not limited to: ipods, cell phones, mp3’s, hand held games, etcetera.  Using these items in class will result in confiscation of said device, and will not be returned until parent of guardian comes to retrieve it.  (No Exceptions.)  This is your progressive warning. 
· Students are not to have food or drink in class unless they have a medical condition requiring them to do so.  Only exception would be water in a re-sealable bottle not to be consumed during lab sessions.  

· Students are expected to be in their assigned seats or appropriate workstation at all times.  Please do not just get up and walk across the room.  It is very rude and disrupts the lesson.  Please do not talk during lecture.  Continuous disruptions will result in removal from the classroom and dean’s referral.

· Students are expected to be on task (Work from other classes and notes will be confiscated and may be given to parents/guardians.)

· Students are expected to be respectful towards each other and the teacher.  During class discussions, all viewpoints will be considered in a courteous fashion.

· Cheating will not be tolerated.  This includes on Exams, Quizzes, Homework and In-Class work.  Those found copying or allowing others to copy will lose credit.

Talking

· Talking during lectures, when other students are presenting or asking questions, or when the teacher is giving directions is disrespectful and will not be tolerated.  At my discretion I will ask you to leave the classroom, call your parents, complete topic related bookwork in the dean’s office, detention or another teacher’s room.  
· Participation points will be lost due to rude behavior.

Beginning and End of Class

· Beginning of class:

· BOP Evaluation Question:  Each period will start with a BOP question (Beginning of period).  Students will copy the Question from the board in their composition notebook.  You will get 2 participation points for each correct answer and 1 point for trying. No points for being tardy or absent.  These points cannot be made up.  Any homework assignments will be collected at the beginning of class.

· End of class

· THE BELL DOES NOT DISMISS YOU, I DO.

· Please remain seated until the bell rings and I dismiss you.  I will ask that you remove all trash and push in your chair as you leave.  Last class of the day put chairs on top of desk.

School Property

· While in my classroom students are in my “home away from home.”  I expect students to act as my guest treating my property, my other guests, and most of all me, respectfully.  

· Like all guests, if a student damages or destroys any school property they will be expected to repair/replace that property again.  This includes lab equipment, laptops, books, desks and chairs.  Students will always be expected to clean up after themselves before they leave.  DO NOT WRITE ON THE LAB TABLES. I will assign detention and you will be required to remove marks on all the lab tables in the classroom.

Behavior Management Plan Explanation 

· Class Procedures

· Be ON Time

· Be prepared

· Be polite

· Behavior Consequences

1) Verbal Warning

2) Parent contact
3) Counselor referral
4) Teacher intervention  (After school or lunch detention)
5) Dean’s Referral

Citizenship Grade

	O -  Outstanding
	None/few absences; none/minimal class disruptions.

	S – Satisfactory
	Few absences; few tardies; minimal class disruptions.

	N – Needs Improvement
	Over six absences per semester excused/unexcused; had to talk individually, cal home to parents, or move student to another classroom because of disruptive behavior; 

	U - Unsatisfactory
	Over six absences per semester excused/unexcused;  had to talk individually, call home to parents, or move student to another classroom because of disruptive behavior; one or more detentions or referrals to the dean’s office.


Please complete this page, remove from packet and return to school by September 25, 2011.
Occasionally your child will be asked to view movies that are used to supplement the curriculum. Most of these videos are “G” rated—for general audiences; some films however, are rated “PG”—parental guidance suggested. In order for your son or daughter to view a movie, your permission must be given. Please indicate your preference, sign and date this form below. 

· I give my child permission to view “PG” rated films.

· I do not give my child permission to view “PG” rated films with the understanding that an alternative assignment will be given.

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________

Date: _________________________



Acknowledgement of Course Expectations

BIOLOGY 1 HONORS

We have read and discussed the course description and expectations.

________________________________
________________________________




Student’s name [last, first]


Student’s Signature

________________________________
________________________________




Parent Name




Parent Signature

________________________________
________________________________




Home phone




Work/Cell phone

Email Address: __________________________________________________________

Students who are deemed by the teacher to have demonstrated behavior that is disruptive or which would endanger themselves or others during laboratory experiments will face the following consequences.  

First Offense:  Student will be removed to another classroom and given an alternative assignment.  Since the student will not be able to complete the laboratory portion of the experiment, the maximum grade on the alternative assignment will be a 70%.  Students sent to another classroom are expected to behave in a manner that is not disruptive.  

Second Offense:  Students who have been given a chance to improve their behavior after first removal but have failed to do so or who are disruptive in the other classroom will be given a dean’s referral and a parent will be contacted.

Science Laboratory Safety Contract

Students are expected to follow the safety rules at all times.  Students who fail to follow the rules will receive a referral to the office with a request for a parent conference with the science teacher present and will be removed from classroom during laboratory experiments until guidelines are followed.

· I will act responsibly at all times in the laboratory.

· I will follow all instructions about laboratory procedures given by the teacher.

· I will keep my area clean in the laboratory.

· I will wear my safety goggles at all times in the laboratory and protective clothing when necessary. 

· I know where the fire extinguisher is located in the laboratory and have been trained on its use.

· I will notify the teacher of any emergency.

· I know who to contact for help in an emergency.

· I will tie back long hair, remove jewelry, and wear shoes with closed ends (toes and heels) while in the laboratory.  

· I will not take chemicals or equipment out of the laboratory without the permission from the teacher.  

· I will never eat or drink in the laboratory unless instructed to do so by the teacher.

· I will only handle living organisms or preserved specimens when authorized by the teacher.

· I will not enter or work in the storage area unless supervised by a teacher.

The student and the parent prior to the student being allowed to work in the laboratory must sign this contract.  

I, ____________________________ have read each of the statements in the Science Behavior Contract as well as the Chemistry course expectations and understand these behavioral and safety rules.  I agree to abide by the behavioral and safety regulations and any additional written or verbal instructions provided by the school district or my teacher.  

I have read and understand the Chemistry Course Expectations and understand all class requirements.

Student’s Signature:  __________________________________________  Period:  ____________

Parent’s Signature: ____________________________________________




East Career & Technology Academy


“Every student - every chance – every day”








